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December 2018 Newsletter

Dear Friends of the CIHLMU ,
Season's Greetings! This holiday season we are grateful as ever for your ongoing support. We are also ever-appreciative of our partners and
collaborators across the world, without whom many of our projects would not be possible.
In this newsletter, we would like to share with you some of the events, announcements and publications from the past few months. We hope you
enjoy!

Academic Teacher Training - Munich
In the beginning of October, the International Academic Teacher Training Course (ATTC) was held in Munich. The course was attended by an
international group of 21 health professionals, arriving from seven different countries, representing four continents. For almost 10 years, this course
has brought together health professionals in an effort to develop competencies and support the development of globally applicable approaches in
medical education.
The workshop involved problem-based learning, where participants worked through realistic challenges, developed their teaching skills and discussed
matters related to curricula development. The exchange of experiences, guidance from local faculty members and passion of the attendees all
contributed to making this year's ATTC a success.
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10th International Symposium on Global Mental Health

In late October, more than 100 people gathered for this year's symposium, 'Mental Health in Developing Countries-- The past, the present, the
future'. The group of diverse and distinguished speakers discussed the state of mental health in developing countries, reflecting on the past and
acknowledging challenges for the future. The speakers came from around the world, sharing personal experiences from their work in India, Ethiopia
and Malaysia among other countries. The changing approaches to mental health promotion and mental illness treatment were discussed alongside
visions for the future. In addition to the speakers, there was also an interactive poster session and energized afternoon workshops.
The day wrapped up with convincing speeches from Dr. Afzal Javed, President Elect of the World Psychiatric Association, and Dr. Wolfgang Krahl, who
has organized this symposium since its inception. Dr. Javed argued that it is in the interest of the global community to devote more resources to
mental health while Dr. Krahl reflected on his experience and shared some lessons about ‘what works’ and ‘what doesn’t’ in the field of mental health.
Overall, the event was a success, embodying the ideal of international exchange across regions and professions.

Photos by Dr. Wolfgang Krahl

Lecture Series on Global Health

CIHLMU and the Teaching & Training unit from
the Infectious Diseases focus area had the
pleasure of welcoming a number of distinguished
speakers, who spoke on an array of topics
relating to Global Health. These lectures attracted
people from different specialities to hear from
experts on topics ranging from a critique of
scientific methods, to stretegies for combating
tropical diseases, and finally, to climate change
and health.

Prof. Paul Garner (24 October)
Paul Garner lectured to an audience of more than
40 people on 'Systematic Reviews: What have
they ever done for Tropical Medicine?' Prof.
Garner emphasized the responsibility of all
researchers to be critical and skeptical, also visa-vis results of prominent researchers in
renowned journals. Misleading results and
uncritical dissemination of the same are prevalent
at all levels of the scientific landscape.
Researchers must be responsible and clear about
the methods that they take.
Dr. Stefan Oschmann (15 November)
Stefan Oschmann, Chairman of the Executive
Board and CEO of Merck, delivered a stimulating
lecture on 'Cross-sectoral collaboration - the key
to successfully combating neglected tropical
diseases.' With his recent experience developing
and improving research & development in the
Biopharma industry, he had many important
insights to offer.
Dr. Martin Herrmann (4 December)
For the last talk in the lecture series in 2018,
CIHLMU welcomed Dr. Martin Herrmann, speaker
of the German Alliance Climate Change and
Health. In an inspiring talk, Dr. Herrmann
elaborated on why climate change is the biggest
global health threat of the 21st century and
which political, economical, and individual
transformations need to happen in order to meet
that global challenge.
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Newly Selected Network Funds 2019
We are pleased to announce that, from among 17 applications and after a thorough review process, two projects have been selected to receive
Network Funds in 2019! Francesco Nicoli will be conducting research on HIV/ AIDS. He will investigate immunopathogenesis and correlates of
protection in HIV infection caused by different subtypes (UAW). This research will hopefully help to gain deeper insights into the intricacies of
this devastating disease.
Maria Teresa Solis Soto was selected for a training project in occupational health. This will involve training on the topic of occupational and
environmental toxicology assessment for epidemiological studies in developing countries. This project recognizes that in order to maintain the safety
of workplaces, it is essential to have well-trained personnel who can appropriately evaluate relevant toxicological health risks.

Congratulations Chibuike Chigbu, our 40th PhD Graduate!
This November, there was cause for celebration as PhD candidate Chibuike Chigbu first successfully defended his thesis and afterwards received his
certificate at the traditional graduation ceremony, which makes him the 40th graduate in our PhD program "Medical Research - International Health".
We took this opportunity to meet Chibuike for lunch and ask him about his experiences at CIHLMU.

CIH: What is your general view of the PhD program?
Chibuike: "It was both very exciting and very challenging. Especially the first module block, with its tightly packed schedule, was pretty demanding.
However, the great organization by the CIH team made even that easy and great in the end. The organization of the program was flawless, from the
pick-up at the airport and the accommodation to the planning of the class schedule. They were taking care of everything and made us candidates feel
welcome right from the start."
CIH: What were your most memorable or defining experiences related to the program?
Chibuike: "There were so many! Everything felt – and was – important, everything unimportant was taken away. I can really use everything I learned
in the program."
CIH: What did you find most special about the PhD program?
Chibuike: "It is a carefully selected program that is so purpose driven and comprehensive. It does not only give you a high-quality medical education
but also lets you grow as a person, as a researcher. It is so well thought-out that it really prepares you for the future challenges in your career."
CIH: What made you choose the PhD program at CIH specifically?
Chibuike: "First and foremost, the sandwich structure of the program that made it possible for me not to be gone from my home country – Nigeria –
and my family for too long. When I recall researching PhD programs that was a unique characteristic of the CIH’s program. To my knowledge,
something like that can be the most important criteria for students looking for a PhD program abroad."
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Advanced Modules in International Health
The Teaching & Training Unit at
the Division of Infectious Diseases
and Tropical Medicine, together

Academic Teacher Training for Health Professionals
(Munich, Germany)
25 Feb - 1 Mar 2019; Registration Deadline: Dec 15, 2018

with CIHLMU, is offering a number
of advanced training courses to
students in the field of
International and Global Health.

Access to Medicine (Munich, Germany)
4th - 8th Mar 2019; Registration Deadline: Dec 15, 2018

These courses allow students and
health professionals to gain
expertise in specific topics. Each
module offers ECTS credits and has
been accredited by the tropEd
Network for higher education. You
can find further details about the
courses and registration details
using this link.

Applied Clinical Research (Munich, Germany)
1st - 8th Feb 2019; Registration Deadline: Dec 15, 2018
Mental Health in Low- and Middle-Income Settings
(Munich, Germany)

11th - 15th Feb 2019; Registration Deadline: Dec 15, 2018
Infectious Disease Diagnostics (Munich, Germany)
18th - 22nd Mar 2019; Registration Deadline: Dec 15, 2018
Introduction to Health Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) (Munich, Germany)
18th - 22th Feb 2019; Registration Deadline: Dec 15, 2018
Public Health Systems - Challenges and Opportunities
(Patan Academy, Nepal)
18th - 22th Feb 2019; Registration Deadline: Feb 28, 2018
Patan Academy, Nepal
Vector Biology in Ghana (Ghana)
17th - 26th June 2019; Registration Deadline: Apr 30, 2018
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Call for applications!
PhD Medical Research - International Health
Applications are now open for a Oct 2019 start. Deadline: Jan 31st, 2019. More information available here.
MSc in International Health
Applications welcome for this new post-graduate program. Deadline: May 31st, 2019. More information here.
Diploma in Tropical Medicine and International Health
Apply now! Registration period from Dec 1 to Aug 31. For a reduced fee, register before May 31. For more information please click here.

Latest Publications
Claudia Meneses Pinto, Katja Radon and Frank van Dijk (2018) Violence at Work and Mental Distress among Firefighters in Guatemala. Annals
of Global Health. 84(3), pp. 532-537. Link.
Michelle C. Turner [...] Katja Radon, Thomas Remen, Tobias Weinmann, Naohito Yamaguchi, and Elisabeth Cardisa. Noparticipation Selection
Bias in the MOBI-Kids Study. (2019). Epidemiology 30(1), 145-153. Link.

Upcoming Events
February 25th - March 1st, 2019
Academic Teacher Training Course
Munich, Germany
March 9th, 2019
Symposium on Infectious Diseases
Munich, Germany
March 16th - 23rd, 2019
Summer School on Teaching Interventions Crossing Borders
San José, Costa Rica
March 16, 2019
Symposium on Public Health
Munich, Germany
April 5, 2019
Symposium on Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid
Munich, Germany
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