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Determining the rank of a journal in the Journal Citation Reports

In order for a paper to be used for a cumulative dissertation, it must be published in a journal
that is among the top 80% in its field. Here we explain how to determine the ranking of a journal.

1. Log into Journal Citation Reports via the university library. Use your campus ID. The site
that opens should look like this:
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2. Enter the name of your journal into the search field. Select the journal you are searching
for (—).

We are searching for the journal “Lancet’.
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LANCET 0140-6736 / 1474-547X
Lancet HIV 2352-3018 / 2352-3018
Lancet Microbe 2666-5247 | 2666-524T
‘ LANCET ONCOLOGY 1470-2045 / 1474-5488
LANCET NEUROLOGY 1474-4422 | 1474-4465
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3. Select the most recent year available (—).

The most recent year for which the impact factor is available is 2020.
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Science Citation Index
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0140-6736
MEDICINE, GENERAL &
1474-547X INTERNAL - SCIE
LANCET
English ENGLAND 1997
Lancet Publisher information

ELSEVIER SCIENCE ~ STE 800, 230 PARK 52 issues/year
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4. Scroll down to search for the impact factor of the journal.

The journal “Lancet” had an impact factor of 79.321 in 2020.

Journal’s performance

Journal Impact Factor

The Journal Impact Factor (JIF) is a journal-level metric calculated from data indexed in the Web of Science Core Collection. It should be
used with careful attention to the many factors that influence citation rates, such as the volume of publication and citations characteristics
of the subject area and type of journal. The Journal Impact Factor can complement expert opinion and informed peer review. In the case
of academic evaluation for tenure, it is inappropriate to use a journal-level metric as a proxy measure for individual researchers,

institutions, or articles. Learn more
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5. Look for the “category” of the journal.

The journal "Lancet” belongs to the category "Medicine, General & Internal — Scie”.
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6. Go back to the initial Journal Citation Reports website.

7. Enter the category into the search field to determine how many journals are part of the
same category as the one you are interested in. Click on the category ().

The journal “Lancet” belongs to the category ‘Medicine, General & Internal — Scie’, so
please enter ‘Medicine, General & Internal” into the search field. By clicking on the category, you
will be forwarded to the website with all journals of the same category. The category ‘Medicine
General & Internal” has 378 journals.
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Citations

NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF 0028-4793 1533-4406 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 464,351 91.245 Q1 26.14 C
MEDICINE INTERNAL - SCIE
LANCET 0140-6736 1474-547X MEDICINE, GENERAL & 369,601 79.321 Q1 20.05 2

INTERNAL - SCIE

JAMA-JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN ~ 0098-7484 1538-3598 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 224,147 56.272 Q1 1148 C
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION INTERNAL - SCIE
Nature Reviews Disease Primers 2056-676X 2056-676X MEDICINE, GENERAL & 14,221 52.329 Q1 16.63 4

INTERNAL - SCIE

BMJ-British Medical Journal 1756-1833 1756-1833 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 158,747 39.890 Q1 6.27 8
INTERNAL - SCIE

ANNALS OF INTERNAL MEDICINE 0003-4819 1539-3704 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 72,588 25391 Q1 6.28 C
INTERNAL - SCIE

Lancet Digital Health N/A 2589-7500 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 1,260 24519 Q1 341 1c
INTERNAL - SCIE
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8. Multiply the total number of journals in your category by 0.8 (£ 80%) to determine the
rank of the journal at the bottom of the top 80%.

318 journals multiplied by 0.8 = 254.4 -> All journals including the one on rank 254 are
within the top 80% of the category ‘Medicine General & Internal — Scie”.

9. Sort all journals in the category by their impact factor from big to small (). Determine
if the journal you are interested in is among the top 80% in its field.

The journal of your interest is among the top 80% if it is among the first 254 journals
listed. The journal ‘Lancet’js on rank 2, meaning that if you publish a paper in Lancet it fulfills the
requirements for a cumulative thesis.

Total e a %
Journal name - ISSN elSSN Category Citations © 2020 IF - 020001 - ¢
Filter
1 NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF 0028-4793  1533-4406  MEDICINE, GENERAL & 464,351 91.245 Q1 26.14 (i
MEDICINE INTERNAL - SCIE
LANCET 0140-6736  1474-547X  MEDICINE, GENERAL & 369,601 79.321 Q1 20.05 2
INTERNAL - SCIE
JAMA-JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN ~ 0098-7484  1538-3598  MEDICINE, GENERAL & 224,147 56.272 Q1 1148 (i
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION INTERNAL - SCIE
Nature Reviews Disease Primers 2056-676X  2056-676X  MEDICINE, GENERAL & 14,221 52.329 Q1 16.63 4
INTERNAL - SCIE
BMJ-British Medical Journal 1756-1833  1756-1833  MEDICINE, GENERAL & 158,747 39.890 Q1 627 8
INTERNAL - SCIE
ANNALS OF INTERNAL MEDICINE 0003-4819  1539-3704  MEDICINE, GENERAL & 72,588 25.391 Q1 6.28 C
INTERNAL - SCIE
Lancet Digital Health N/A 2589-7500 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 1,260 24.519 Q1 341 1
INTERNAL - SCIE
JAMA Internal Medicine 2168-6106 2168-6114 MEDICINE, GENERAL & 25,002 21.873 Q1 5.21 k3

INTERNAL - SCIE

10. Tip: If you do not want to count the rank of all journals to see on which rank the journal
of your interest is, scroll down to the bottom of the page and use the “items per page”
function.

Select 200 jitems per page” and search for the journal of interest by using the STRG +
F function. If you find your journal of interest on page 1, it means it is still among the top 80%.
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